Rules of Grammar #1~ Coincides with ACT #1

1. Redundancy is when you repeat something either with the exact same word or a word meaning the same thing.  This is incorrect and does not add emphasis correctly.  Ex. Last~final

2. Comparison in writing can be done by the placement of sentences.  One might talk of all the things one had to endure in order to reach his or her goals.

3. Small word choices such as lined up can completely change in meaning with different prepositions such as lined off.  The one that would mean aligned could only be lined up so correct word choice is important.

4. If information is a mere digression in terms of the focus or development of a piece of writing, it should be deleted because it sidetracks the readers. Besides, it provides information that readers could easily infer on their own.
5. Phrases that explain or describe a noun more clearly are often appositives and should be set off by commas in order to form a pause.  Ex. Johnny, the new boy from South America, won the relay.

6. If you have one subject doing more than one thing, there is no need to repeat the subject with each verb.  Ex. The teacher gave the students notes, thanked the parents, and finally gave out awards.

7. Commas are only used to set things off or form a pause; they are not used just because we are confused.

8. Do not include irrelevant information in your writing.

9. We must remember that sentences in paragraphs are often done in chronological order (order as things occurred.)

10. In a paragraph our verb tense needs to stay the same.

11. Adverbs need to be placed near the verb they make stronger. Ex. The turtle moved slowly across the road.  The adverb slowly follows the verb moved.

