Grade 8 Prompt with Student Responses

Persuade an Audience for a Transactive Purpose: Editorial

Sample Writing Task:
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Academic Expectations: 1.11 Students write using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to

communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.

Core Content Code:

WR-M-1.1.0

Purpose/Audience: Students will establish and maintain a focused purpose to communicate with an authentic audience by

• Narrowing the topic to create a specific purpose for writing

• Establishing a controlling idea, theme, or conclusion about the topic

• Choosing a perspective authentic to the writer

• Analyzing and addressing the needs of the intended audience

• Adhering to the characteristics of the form

• Applying a suitable tone

• Allowing voice to emerge when appropriate

See Core Content Code 08-1.1.3 for specifi c indicators dealing with transactive writing.

WR-M-1.2.0

Idea Development/Support: Students will support main ideas and deepen the audience’s

understanding of purpose by

• Developing logical, justified, and suitable explanations

• Providing relevant elaboration

• Explaining related connections or reflections

• Applying idea development strategies appropriate to the form

See Core Content Code 08-1.2.3 for specific indicators dealing with transactive writing.

WR-M-2.3.0

Organization: Students will create unity and coherence to accomplish the focused purpose by

• Engaging the audience

• Establishing a context for reading when appropriate
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• Communicating ideas and support in a meaningful order

• Applying transitions and transitional elements to guide the reader through the piece

• Developing effective closure

See Core Content Code 08-2.3.3 for specific indicators dealing with transactive writing.

WR-M-2.4.0

Sentence Structure: Students will create effective sentences by

• Applying a variety of structures and lengths

• Developing complete and correct sentences unless using unconventional structures for an

intentional effect when appropriate

See Core Content Code 08-2.4.3 for specific indicators dealing with transactive writing.

WR-M-3.5.0

Language: Students will exemplify effective language choices by

• Applying correct grammar and usage

• Applying concise use of language

• Incorporating strong verbs, precise nouns, concrete details, and sensory details 

• Applying language appropriate to the content, purpose, and audience

See Core Content Code 08-3.5.3 for specific indicators dealing with transactive writing.

WR-M-3.6.0

Correctness: Students will communicate clearly by

• Applying correct spelling

• Applying correct punctuation

• Applying correct capitalization

• Incorporating acceptable departure from standard correctness to enhance meaning when appropriate

• Incorporating appropriate documentation of ideas and information from outside sources




Situation: As eighth graders you face many changes in the middle school, whether it be more areas you are tested in, more responsibilities, or trying to prepare for the high school.





Writing Task: As an eighth grader, write an editorial in which you discuss some changes you would like to see in the school, discuss your feelings about how many areas you are tested in, and offer solutions as to how we can make your eighth grade year better or at least less stressful.








