Writing Notes

Personal Narrative

1. What is a personal narrative?  It is a true story you tell about one event in your life.

a. funny

b. sad

c. informative

2. In a personal narrative you talk directly to the audience to set up your paper.

a. Example: I’ll never forget the time…

b. Example: You won’t believe what happened…

3. You need to be sure to use description and sensory words.

4. You need to use personal pronouns: I, me, mine, our, and we.

5. You need to use dialogue.

6. Ever time a new person talks, it is a new paragraph.  It doesn’t matter if they only say one word.  It is still a new paragraph.

7. You need to tell your audience or reader what your thoughts were, and this is done just like dialogue would be.  

a. Example: I began to think to myself, “How in the world did this happen?”

8. The audience needs to be able to see the importance of this event in your life.  Don’t leave the reader saying, “So What?”

9. At the end (conclusion,) you need to refer back to the start.

