Writing Notes
Editorial

1. What is an editorial?  An editorial is a transactive piece of writing that uses facts to support a valid opinion.

2. The writer must realize that an editorial is not to be used as a gripe session; you must present a valid side to your argument.

3. Since you are trying to convince others to agree with your point of view, your tone must be very firm yet professional.

4. Editorials are found in newspapers and magazines and cover a current issue or event.

5. Editorials cause what is known as a chain effect.  You get upset about something, and you write an editorial; someone reads your editorial, disagrees, and decides to write their own; you read theirs, and you write another and so on.

6. You have a very targeted audience in an editorial.

7. These should be about something that affects you personally.

8. Must capture reader’s attention immediately.

9. Avoid saying: I think, I believe, In my opinion, It seems to me, and I for one.

10. Must maintain a courteous tone; remember you catch more flies with honey.

11. Needs to have a should or should not statement.

12. Must offer a solution to the problem.

13. The subject must be relevant to the intended readers.

14. Provide examples to back up your opinion.

15. Must have a thorough knowledge of the subject. 

